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PHOTOS/Tues. Oct.7

School photos will be taken on Tues. Oct.7 in the morning.  There will be class and individual photos.   If a student is absent, they can have an individual photo taken on Retake Day, usually about 4 weeks after the first photo shoot.

Please choose a background on the attached card, circle your selection, add student’s name and grade and return it to your child’s teacher either Monday or Tuesday before photos are taken.   (Cards have been given to students who do not take home The Slate.)
SAC UPDATE

The first School Advisory Council meeting of the year was held last Monday evening at the High School.  There were a number of community members in attendance.   The 2008-09 enrolment and programming information in the Elementary and Junior/Senior schools were outlined.  There was also a good discussion around the future of the community schools should the proposed new P-9 school not come to fruition.  As stated in the last Slate – further information re:  the Utilization Study will be forthcoming from the Board. 

This is the second call for nominations or volunteers for the position of parent representative on the SAC.  Please contact us at the school if you are interested or if you know someone who you would like to recommend.

NEXT SAC MEETING/Tues.Oct.21/7 pm/LA
The next School Advisory Council meeting will be held on Tues. October 21 at 7:00 pm in the Foundation Room (2nd floor near office) at Lunenburg Academy.

All parents are welcome to attend.

MINISTER’S REPORT TO PARENTS

The Minister’s Report to Parents is available at the Academy.  In this report, you can review the Results of the 2007 Provincial Student Assessments.  These Grade 3 assessments in Literacy and Math provide parents with information about student achievement at the provincial, national and international level.  You can access this report online at www.ednet.ns.ca.  Here are some highlights:  

· At the provincial level, the SSRSB performed on par with the province  - with 66% of students meeting expectations in Math Literacy, and percentages in the high 80s for expectations met in the areas of Reading and Writing.  

· Lunenburg Academy had 15 students write the Math Literacy Assessment, and 80% of the students met the stated expectations.

· Lunenburg Academy had 19 students write the Reading and Writing Assessments, with 74% and approximately 65% of students meeting the prescribed expectations respectively.

For the purposes of our school, results of the provincial assessments are used to look at individual students’ needs and draw up site-based action plans to improve our instruction.
TERRY FOX UPDATE

Before our run/walk on Sept.19, our teachers spent time on lesson plans about Terry Fox’s story.  Lunenburg Academy raised $1677. for Terry Fox 2008.  
Thank you to students, parents and friends in the community for this outstanding contribution to the fight for a cure for cancer.   Special thanks  to the parents who helped at the event.   
Well done everyone!
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THANK YOU

The staff and students of Lunenburg Academy would like to thank the Town of Lunenburg for their generous donations to our Breakfast and Skating Programs.

We were also the recipients of a donation from The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul to help with classroom supplies.   Thank you for thinking of our students.
GUIDANCE UPDATE
September is such an exciting time with everyone checking out the new classroom set-up.  This might mean being acquainted with new students, new teacher or reconnecting with familiar faces.  There is a noticeable excitement in the halls at Lunenburg Academy.   Shall I say that it looks like and sounds like we (young and older) are glad to be together?  Come to the school and see for yourselves!  As a new comer, I am so pleased to be a part of the education team at the Academy and I look forward to working with teachers and support staff.  
Our school promotes and encourages “respectful, responsible, and safe behavior” and so we had large numbers of students and staff wearing all shades of pink on the Provincial “Standing up to Bullying Day” on Thursday, September 11.  Creating the awareness and the opportunity for our young people  to not only know the dynamics of bullying but to know what to do in the event of experiencing it or witnessing it will be addressed at different times during the school year.  Thank-you parents for all your assistance in this area!  As well, many students participated in International Peace Day on September 19.  Identifying valuable friendship qualities became the preparation for the Wanted Posters.  
Curriculum Guidance in the classroom will continue and eventually it will be balanced by working with individuals and small groups.  This year I will be at Lunenburg Academy on day 5 of the cycle, with an extra day every 8 weeks.  Stay tuned  for monthly newsletter Guidance Updates.  It was great to see so many of you out on the Meet and Greet Night and I look forward to meeting more parents as the school year progresses.  Please do not hesitate to contact me for any questions, concerns, or suggestions. 

Carol Hilchey
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NOTEBOOK

Things are in full swing here at the Academy!  Many of the support groups for our school have had their first meetings of the year.  The SAC had their initial meeting last week.  The Foundation met last Tuesday evening.  The Foundation has been most gracious in organizing their room so that we can have access to the boardroom table for small group work.  They also expressed their pleasure at  seeing  the students  enjoying  the new 

swing set.   Our Core Program Planning Team has met to ensure all students are getting what they need  to  be successful  at school.   I  would  like to

remind parents to contact the classroom teacher should they wish to discuss any particular student needs.  Parent referrals are welcome at the Core Team meetings.  

Evidence of our School Goals is starting to pop up as well.  The LA Green Team has met and organized the space they need to manage our recyclables.  As a staff, we had our first PRIME workshop – looking at innovative strategies for organizing, teaching and assessing Math curricula.  We have been looking into local artists and provincial Art programs we can access to support our Art curriculum this year.  We have been taking a closer look at the Health Promotion Survey from last year. 

The Grade 3s have just completed the provincial Language Arts assessment.  They worked hard for 3 days on this assessment, showing their stuff in the four components of the Language Arts curriculum.   

This week, we welcomed a new staff member.  Nancy Dowd will be with us each Wednesday as our Library Technician.  Nancy has years of experience in local libraries and is a great asset to our school.  She was here this week to get things going for the year.  Mary MacKenzie, our former Library Tech, met with Nancy to share some of the routines and practices already established here at the Academy. 

Lastly, I wanted to remind you that next week is Family Week.  What a nice occasion to celebrate our families and the traditions we have established.  On Monday, I will be asking students to bring in a picture of their family, or a short piece of writing describing a family tradition they especially enjoy.  It will be nice to share our stories!

· Mary Chisholm (
SCHOOL INSURANCE PROGRAM (SIP)
Every eligible child attending public school in Nova Scotia is automatically insured by the School Insurance Program’s Basic Student Accident Coverage at no cost to parents.   Basic coverage protects your children from expenses resulting from a school-based accident including dental, ambulance and tutorial fees.

Gold Plan Option:  For $13.50/child per year, the Gold Plan option extends most benefits of the basic insurance to include all activities…24/7, even holidays and summer vacation…around the clock and around the world.

Deadline to enroll for Gold Plan:  November 28
For more information/enrollment/claims forms visit:

www.sip.ca
DO YOU HAVE A STABLE, NURTURING HOME AVAILABLE FOR A CHILD or sibling group, on either a part-time or full-time basis?

Foster Families are seriously needed across Nova Scotia to provide care for children and youth of all ages, and especially for ages 9 – 21.

Information sessions and training are being provided in various locations this fall.   Please call 1-800-565-1884 to inquire.   It will be a rewarding experience!

Lunenburg Skating Club Registration

will be held on Tues. October 14

4:00 – 6:00 pm at the Lunenburg Arena
Skating will begin on Sat. October 18.

CANskate (Stages 1-4) Saturdays 11:15-12 noon

Junior STARS (Stages 5-7) Saturdays 10:45-12 

STARskate – Tuesdays 4:00-6:00 pm

               and Saturdays 9:00-11:00 am

** Note:  Late registration forms will be received on Sat.Oct.18 from 9:00-11:00 am but will be subjected to a late registration fee of $15.

Contact – Carol at 634-3261 for further info.
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DO YOU VISIT OUR WEBSITE?

We are interested in knowing if you visit the Academy’s website.
Please take a moment to complete the following survey and return it to your child’s teacher:

I visit the Academy website


Once a day


Once a week



Once a month



Never

I have referred to the website for:



The Slate


Notices



Cancellations



Student Homework



School Calendar



To review curriculum



Other (please list): ________________



_________________________



_________________________



_________________________

Website suggestions:

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________
- PLACE ON YOUR FRIDGE!!!

UPDATED MENU
(Oct./08)

LUNCH MENU

Mondays

Chicken Wrap




$2.00

Homemade Corn Chowder


$2.00

Tuesdays

Caesar Salad




$2.00
Chicken Caesar Salad



$3.00
Ham & Cheese Sub



$2.00

Wednesdays

Toasted Bagel




$1.00

Sloppy Jo




$2.00

Thursdays

Grilled Cheese Sandwich

  
$2.00
Chicken Noodle Soup



$2.00

Fridays

Veggie Pizza/Cheese Pizza


$1.50
-------------------------------------------------------------

ACADEMY T-SHIRTS

The Lunenburg Academy Foundation is conducting a preliminary survey to see who would be interested in purchasing a Lunenburg Academy T-shirt!  The price of these t-shirts would be approximately $15-$20.   Please fill out the slip below and return it to your child’s teacher to indicate an interest in this venture.

Name of Family:     

___________________________________

# of t-shirts and sizes:  

 ___________________________________

CANTEEN ITEMS

(Available Mon-Thurs. ONLY)

We have a variety of baked potato chips, cheese, chocolate milk for $1.00 each at this time.

We are in the process of obtaining peanut free and healthy snacks from our supplier.   They will be added as they become available.

If you have any questions regarding our program, please call Patti Robertson at school 634-2220 in the mornings or at home 634-3247.   Thank you.

****************************************

LOOKING AHEAD – See attached UPDATED October/November calendars

****************************************
****************************************

The next “Slate” will be available by Fri. Oct.17

Milk for the month of Oct. – 21 days/$7.35

****************************************
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