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PARENT-TEACHER – Thurs. Nov.1

Parent-Teacher conferences will take place in the afternoon from 1-3 p.m. and evening from 6-8 p.m. on Nov.1.   Please call the school (634-2220) to make an appointment if you have not already done so.
Parents of Gr.3 students should also make an appointment to see Mr. Oickle for Math.   Mr. Oickle is also accepting appointments for French (Gr.4 & 5) and/or Phys.Ed.

Parents of Gr.4/5 students who receive math instruction from Ms.King/Mrs.Glen should make an appointment to see these teachers also when booking an appointment with the homeroom teachers.

Dismissal at 11:30 a.m. on Nov.1.   Students will be home for lunch.

CHANGES TO PHONE NUMBERS

Please inform the office and/or your child’s teacher of any changes to home phone numbers, parents’ work numbers or emergency/early dismissal contact names/numbers as they happen throughout the school year so we can keep our records current.   It is very important that we be able to quickly contact parents or alternative contacts in an emergency situation or if your child is ill during the school day.
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BOOK FAIR – Tues. Oct.30 & Thurs. Nov.1

Book Fair will be open in the morning on Tues. Oct.30 for students, and during Parent-Teacher on Thurs. Nov.1 (afternoon and evening).

Schedule for classes to visit on Oct.30 is as follows:

8:45 – 9:15
Gr.2/3 Burdett
9:15 – 9:45
Gr.4/5 Risser/Stuart
9:45 – 10:15
Gr.3/4 King/Glen
10:30 – 11:00
Gr.1 Conrad

11:00 – 11:30
Primary
The Book Fair will be held in the Music Room on the 1st floor.

LITTLE PICASSO FUNDRAISER - Deadline – Thurs. Oct.25
The artwork and money should be returned to school by Thurs. Oct.25 if you are placing an order.
HALLOWE’EN
We are in the final stages of planning for Hallowe'een.  Students are asked to bring a costume.  Students will be putting on their costumes at the end of the day for a short Hallowe'en Parade. We have a few rules: 
* No masks 
* Costume must be easy to walk around in 
* No accessories  
* If you are worried about your costume getting dirty or ripped - pick another one to wear  
* No make-up
Students will have a small snack during the afternoon.  Please consult your child’s teacher before sending food or refreshments.
We are looking for a few parents to help us in the afternoon of Oct.31st.  Please call the office if you are willing to help.
SKATING – Fri. Nov.2

Weather permitting, we will be walking to the skating rink on Fri. Nov.2.

9:30-10:30
Gr.3/4 & Gr.4/5


10:30-11:15
P, Gr.1 & Gr.2/3

Helmets are encouraged.

Skating will also take place on Dec.20, Jan.17 and Feb.8.  

Please complete the Activity Form attached (or sent separately with students who do not bring home the newsletter).   Please send in $2.00 for each skate to help defray the cost of ice time.
SAC – Next Meeting - Tues. Oct.23 at 6:30 p.m. at LHS
All parents are welcome to attend.

Lunenburg Academy would like to welcome our newest School Advisory Council member Perry Brandt.  Parents who have concerns should take them to Perry, who will in turn take them to our monthly SAC meetings.

CONGRATULATIONS
Last school year, students in Ms.King’s class entered their creative writing in the 2007 Canadian National Short Story Contest for Young Writers Ages 7-11.  They were recently rewarded for all their hard work by receiving a School Runner-Up Certificate and having their stories published in a book titled “Storyland Express”, Prairies & Eastern Edition.   The stories in the book were selected from thousands of entries.  The school also received a $25 cheque.

Thank you Ms. King, and well done authors Fred Collicutt, Samantha Hartlen, Daniel Heisler, Claire Jaworski, Steven Kromko, Shannon Pittman and Andrew Robertson!
SOCCER
Our soccer team is having a very good season. Coaches Brett Hennenfent and Melanie Collins have a very appreciative group of players. Thanks to Bernadette Byers for organizing the schedule and the transportation.

A reminder to soccer players to check the website frequently to make note of any new practices or games.

ADAPTATIONS

A number of students at Lunenburg Academy benefit from having adaptations. Adaptations are strategies and/or resources that accommodate the learning needs of an individual student.  They are planned, implemented, and evaluated to enable a student to achieve the public school curriculum outcomes.  Adaptations, strategies and/or resources are documented in the student' cumulative record folder but are not indicated on a student's high school transcript.
Adaptations may include one or more of the following strategies:

organizational strategies (i.e. Peer tutors, learning contract), environmental strategies (i.e. specific seating arrangements), presentation/instructional strategies (i.e. highlighting key vocabulary), motivational strategies(i.e. reward systems), assessment strategies (i.e. varying time/location during tests), resources (assistive technology).
How do we know when a student requires adaptations?  A student requires documented adaptations when he/she demonstrates a need for specific strategies and/or resources in order to meet the outcomes of the curriculum or meet the enhanced capacities of the learner.
If adaptations are not successful in allowing a student to meet curriculum outcomes – then curriculum outcomes must be deleted and an Individual Program Plan (IPP) is created for a student.
BREAKFAST PROGRAM

We have received a donation of $200.00 for our Breakfast Program. We would like to thank our team for continuing to stick with the program despite the earlier start time. Thank you Susan Hancock, Charlotte Dewling, Sharon Morash and Patti Robertson.
ACCREDITATION TEAM
Our Accreditation Team met last Thursday. Parent members, Connie Martin, Jackie Lee Chisolm, Jamie Ernst and Mary Jane Pittman reviewed the results of the school survey that was carried out in the spring. Suggestions were made on how to proceed. A follow-up survey will be completed by teachers in an effort to clarify survey results. Teachers have already compiled data on student performance from last year. Alex Oickle and Suzanne Lohnes-Croft are also gathering data from the town, including population trends.

NOTEBOOK

Our “new times” seem to be working.  We hope that the new schedule works for you as well.  The 15 minutes of instruction that ALL students are getting from 8:30 -8:45, far outweighs the last 15 minutes that only our walkers were getting. Bus dismissal time is still a bit confusing – especially now that the students are returning here for dismissal instead of dismissing at the Community Centre.  Once again, thank you for being patient with us during these changes.

Our school recently had a bus load of visitors from Beaverbank School. Each year students from the school come to Lunenburg. They spendtime at the Fisheries Museum and at our school. Mr. Jobb was kind enough to act as tour guide. 
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A Japanese film crew recently descended upon Lunenburg Academy.  The group is creating a documentary about Lunenburg. They wanted to impress to their viewers the fact that a historic property could be used.  The crew reported that they saw “many happy children leaving our school”.  My reply was that there were “many happy teachers, when the children leave school” (just joking)!
Grade 3 teachers Margie King and Judith Burdett recently participated in a marking session as part of the Grade 3 Early Literacy Learning Assessment (ELLA).  Teachers did not assess their own students’ work.
Rachel Grantham, our Music teacher will lead any interested Grade 3 – 5 students in our own school choir.  Practice will take place after lunch on Day 6.  A special thank you to Ms. Grantham for coming to school on her “day off”.

Our library is pleased to have 50 more books on the shelves  Mary MacKenzie and her vounteers like it best when the books are off the shelves!

Parents should continue checking their child's hair for lice. 

This year at Lunenburg Academy two of our staff members have 10% of their job responsibilities as mentors.  Our Literacy-Technology mentor is Margie King.  Margie's job is to support teachers in their language arts instruction.  One way that Margie is helping is to teach classes so that the classroom teacher can conduct running records with their students.  A running record is an analysis that a teacher engages in of a child's reading.  Mr. Oickle is our Math mentor.  He will be supporting teachers' math instruction.  One way Mr. Oickle hopes to do this is by identifying web sites that supplement our math curriculum.  Alex is also learning how to integrate our SMART board into the math curriculum.

Teacher Supervision had been a shared venture between the principal and Ann Moore, Coordinator of Support and Evaluation. This year it will be solely the responsibility of the principal.  Teachers who have a permanent contract are evaluated every 4 years.  Teachers who have probationary contract will be supervised twice a year.  Teachers who have term contracts will be supervised once a year. This year the following staff will be supervised: Christa Conrad, Alex Oickle, Marcy Risser, Amanda Stuart, Rita Glen and Rachel Grantham. 
I am a frequent visitor to our classrooms and lend suggestions, compliments often.  The process the teachers being supervised will engage in includes a  pre- and post- meeting, two classroom  observations, survey, and lesson plan. The Teacher Supervison report is 6 pages that examine such traits as instruction, assessment, planning, preparation and the learning environment. 

Paula Baker
ASIST WORKSHOP – Nov.8-9 – A 2-day suicide first-aid interactive workshop
· West Northfield Elem.School
· 8:30 am-4:30 pm both days

ASIST provides practical training for caregivers seeking to prevent the immediate risk of suicide.   Participants often include:

· people concerned about family, friends

· natural helpers and advisers

· emergency service workers

· counselors, teachers and ministers

· mental health practitioners

· workers in health, welfare or justice

· community volunteers

Registration fee:  $100.00 (Portion of cost can be waived under certain conditions)

For brochure, contact Lunenburg Academy office.

Kippers School of Gymnastics will be starting recreational gymnastics classes at the Lunenburg Community Centre. Children need to be pre-registered and the date for registration is Oct. 20th from 4 - 6 pm at the Community Centre.  Classes are for ages 5 and up and will be held on Saturdays, starting Oct 27 from 3:30 - 4:30 pm and 4:45 - 5:45 pm.  For more information, please call 543-4010 and leave a detailed contact message.
****************************************
LOOKING AHEAD

SAC meeting/Tues. Oct.23/6:30 p.m./LHS
Prov.Conference Day/Fri.Oct.26/No students
Parent-Teacher Conferences/Thurs.Nov.1

Book Fair/Tues.Oct.30 & Thurs.Nov.1

Teachers PD/Thurs.Nov.8 & Fri. Nov.9/           






No students
Remembrance Day/Mon.Nov.12/No school
Reports Cards/Thurs.Dec.13

**************************************

The next “Slate” will be available by Fri. Nov.2.

Milk for the month of Nov. – 18 days/$6.30
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WEEK OF OCT. 22 - 26, 2007

Mon. Oct. 22

Day 2

Library/Gr.4/5
Phys.Ed./P, Gr.1 & Gr.2/3
Tues. Oct.23

Day 3
Library/Gr.3/4
Phys.Ed./P & Gr.4/5
Wed. Oct.24

Day 4
Library/P
Phys.Ed./Gr.1
Thurs. Oct.25

Day 5
Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4
Fri. Oct.26
Prov.Conference Day

NO SCHOOL

WEEK OF OCT.29 – Nov. 2, 2007
Mon. Oct.29

Day 6
Library/Gr.1
Phys.Ed./Gr.1 & Gr.2/3
Tues. Oct.30

Day 1
Library/Gr.2/3
Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4, Gr.2/3 & Gr.4/5
Wed. Oct.31

Day 2
Library/Gr.4/5 – May return books if they wish or keep until their next library day.
Halloween Activities - afternoon
Thurs. Nov.1

Day 3
Dismissal at 11:30 a.m. – Parent-Teacher Conf.
Library/Gr.3/4 – May return books if they wish or keep until their next library day.

Fri. Nov.2

Day 4
Library/P
Phys.Ed./Gr.1
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