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BEGINNING OF SCHOOL DAY

School is opened for students at 8:15 a.m. We would LOVE to have children arrive at this time. The 15 minute period before classes begin is used for collecting money, checking for notices and homework, and of course gives children the opportunity to have breakfast.
VOICE MAIL AT LUNENBURG ACADEMY

A reminder to parents NOT to leave emergency messages on the answering machine - please keep trying to reach one of our staff to ensure we get the message in a timely manner.
CHRISTMAS CONCERT – Thurs.Dec.13

Community Centre 7:00 p.m.

Storm date:  Fri. Dec.14

We are looking for items for a draw on the night of the concert.   If you can contribute, please phone the school office (634-2220) as soon as possible.
More details will be sent home later.
BABYSITTING COURSE DATE CHANGE
Due to a conflict with our concert on the 13th, the Babysitting course offered by SafeChoice for $30 for students aged 10-15 will be held at the Academy on Tues. & Wed., Dec.11 & 12, from 2:30-5:30 p.m. each day.   Deadline to register is Dec.6.   More information and registration forms are available in the office.

SAC – Next Meeting - Tues. Dec.11 at 6:30 p.m. at LHS
Our SAC (School Advisory Council) met on Tuesday, Nov. 20th.  Our SAC is combined with Lunenburg High School.  Our members include Elsie Rodenizer (Principal, LHS), Sherri Hirtle (Staff, LHS), John Dolimount (parent), Patti Robertson (parent), Kara-Lee Crawford (Support Staff, LHS), Paula Baker (LA), Christa Conrad (LA), Dena Emeneau (community).  Our newest member is Sharon Hanlon-Morash (parent LA). She is replacing Perry Brandt, who stepped down for personal reasons.  Welcome Sharon.
Special kudos to John who has agreed to be our SAC chair.   Discussions centered around school data on literacy, accreditation data, teacher supervision and school goals.  Jackie-Lee Chisholm attended the meeting as a liaison between our SAC and our accreditation team.
Our next meeting is on Dec.11th at 6:30 at LHS.  ALL are WELCOME.

DISMISSAL ON LAST DAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS – Thurs. Dec.20
Bus students will be dismissed at 11:30 a.m. on Thurs. Dec.20.   Walkers will be dismissed after the bus has left the school grounds.   
SKATING – Thurs. Dec.20

We will be walking to the skating rink on Thurs. Dec.20.   In the event of extreme inclement weather, skating will be cancelled and regular classes will take place.

9:00-10:15 
Gr.3/4 & Gr.4/5

10:15-11:00 
P, Gr.1 & Gr.2/3

Please send in $2.00 per skate to help defray the cost of ice time.  Helmets are encouraged.   For bus transportation, skates must have skateguards and be placed in a fabric/duffle (not plastic) bag.
Parents and grandparents are invited to join us on the ice on Dec.20.

Thanks to Diane Wilson’s generous donation, we now have several more pairs of skates available for students to borrow.   Students or parents are asked to make any requests to the office, classroom teacher or Mr. Oickle before Dec.20.
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LIBRARY

Tues. Dec.11 will be the last day before the holidays for students to borrow books.   It would be appreciated if all library books could be returned to school by Mon. Dec.17.

ACCREDITATION UPDATE
Our SAT (School Accreditation Team) continues to analyze and collect data. Co-Chairs Alex Oickle and Suzanne Lohnes-Croft have their first draft ready for team input.  This will take place on Dec. 5th at 6:30 p.m.  

Our school will spend Thursday, Jan.24 working on Accreditation and setting our goals.  Our board has provided this inservice day and as a result there will be NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS ON JAN. 24th.
NOTEBOOK

Welcome to our Student-teacher Sara Joyce. Sara is spending one month now and another month in the spring in our Grade 3/4 class.  Our students and teachers are enjoying having Ms. Joyce in our building.

A number of our Grade 3/4 and 4/5 students are getting after-school tutoring from students from Class Afloat.  This has been a positive partnership for all.

Our Breakfast volunteers remain a committed and dedicated group.  Special thanks to Susan Hancock and Charlotte Dewling, Patti Robertson and Sharon Hanlon-Morash.
Grade 5 Basketball has begun.   Girls will be coached by Tara Green with help from Melanie Heisler, and boys with Brett Hennenfent.
We have been fortunate to receive some financial support from the SSRSB towards the assembly and installation of our playground equipment.  We continue to wait for our swings to be installed by SSRSB.

  

We have decided to continue allowing only the Grade P-2 students on the large piece of playground equipment.   All those involved feel that the structure is safer and there have been less discipline issues.  We have encouraged classroom teachers of the Grade 3-5 students to take their students outside so that they too get to use the playground structure.
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D.A.R.E. Program is in full swing at LA.  Our grade 5 students are presented with a drug abuse program under the leadership of RCMP officer Ashley Dionne.  The primary emphasis of the program is to assist the students in recognizing and resisting the pressures that influence them to experiment with drugs.  Our students and staff thank Constable Dionne for her dedication and support to our school.

 

Ms. King is once again offering a Grade 4 enrichment program for a number of her math students.  The students work on questions from previous Canadian Math Contests and will write the Byron Germain Math test on April 16, 2008. Last year a number of our students received honorable mention in the contest.
This past few weeks have been “super busy”. Teachers are working on the new provincial report cards.  All report cards are done online. Teachers create comment banks based on the outcomes that they have covered so far this term.  Students are assigned a letter grade.  This is new for students, teachers and parents. 

We wanted to start using the provincial report card so that parents could see the outcomes that we are trying to teach.  Some students master an outcome quickly, others do not.  The range of grade from A to D let you know where your child’s level of understanding is.

There have been lots of discussions, teachers helping teachers and the occasional “not so happy” teacher as we try to have technology, outcomes and children come together on the same page.

I have been observing many of our teachers “teach”.  I have enjoyed the follow up conference when we dive into what worked, what didn’t work and what would you do differently over time.

I watched Ms. Stuart and her Grade 5 math students engage in a Jeopardy math game.

Mr. Oickle and our Grade 3 students were using the SMART board to figure out if an angle was greater than or less than a square corner (formerly known as a 90 or right angle).

Our Grade 2/3 class went to see A Spider’s Tale  – a musical fantasy for children with actors and an orchestra.  It was presented by DalTheatre in collaboration with Symphony Nova Scotia.  Thank you to the parents who helped chaperone the trip to Halifax.

Our Grade 3/4 students have had three teachers at a time on various occasions this week – Ms. Glen, Ms. Joyce (student teacher) and Ms. King.  Lucky kids!!

The primaries are “writing” to penpals in Brussels. The Grade 1 students are learning about the five senses.  Michael told us he liked the smell of his mom’s perfume.  Natalie likes the smell of fresh cut grass and Myles likes the smell of gasoline at the Irving.

Our Musical Presentation by Terry Kelleher had the students moving about, singing and dancing. It was a nice way to end a school day.

A special thank you to school board member, Mary Ellen Clancey.  Ms. Clancey took the time to send us a compliment with respect to The Slate. Although I try to think of everything, if there is something that you would like featured in The Slate - please do not hesitate to ask.

 

Thank you as well to our Director of Student Services, Trudy Johnson.  Trudy attended our Remembrance Day Ceremony.  She sent congratulations to our students for their fine performance and to Ms. Burdett for her leadership.
Congratulations to newly elected vice chair Karen Kinley. Karen calls to "check in" and offers support throughout the school year. 

  

Thank you to our custodians Travis Zinn and Larry Tanner visitors to our school are always impressed by our buildings cleanliness. Travis found a problem with our boiler. He got the problem fixed without causing any discomforts or disruptions to our students.
Special thanks to Courtney Wiseman, Colby Rafuse, Ian Greek and Bromlyn Myra. These students attended the Lunenburg Town Council on Thursday evening. The students presented council with a thank you for the financial donation to our skating program.  While at the meeting the students took some time to ask questions.  Mayor Lawrence Mawhinney did an excellent job explaining how you get to serve on council.  We learned that Mayor Mawhinney has been our Mayor for 28 years. We also learned that he started as a school board member.  It seems like His Worship always had a passion for Lunenburg Academy.  Zachary Rudolf you should be very proud of your grandfather. Bromlyn and Bryden, you should be very proud of your dad.

For your information:   At the time of the Progress Enterprise report on school finances we did have a surplus.  As a first year administrator I was 
cautious but also aware that we would have new staff starting in the fall.  We also were contemplating what technology we wanted.  We have ordered 6 laptops on a cart.  This cart can move from class to class.  It will be used to develop and enhance student writing.  We will also install software programs that are aimed at improving phonetic awareness and math skills.  We may also add some programs that encourage student creativity - KIDpix - if the funds allow.
Monies provided from the Town of Lunenburg, the Rotary Club, the Foundation etc. allow us to afford things such as skating, our breakfast program and swings.  Spring Fair money purchased soccer nets, a SMART board, an overhead projector and cart, books and a white board.  School board funds purchased items for our school improvement plan – staff resources aimed at student writing, student writing kits, gym equipment, books for each classroom, teacher requested items and our laptops. Our school engages in two major fundraisers - the spring fair and our Christmas concert.  Other
funds come through facility rentals and donations.





Paula Baker

*****************************************
LOOKING AHEAD

SAC meeting/Tues. Dec.11/6:30 p.m./LHS

Babysitting Course/Tues.& Wed.Dec.11&12

                                       2:30-5:30 p.m.

Reports Cards/Thurs.Dec.13

Christmas Concert/Thurs.Dec.13/7 p.m.



Snow date – Fri. Dec.14

Last Day Before Christmas/Thurs.Dec.20/

                        Dismissal at 11:30

First Day Back/Thurs.Jan.3

Accreditation Inservice/Thurs.Jan.24
****************************************
*****************************************

The next “Slate” will be available by Fri. Dec.14.

Milk for the month of Dec. – 13 days/$4.55
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WEEK OF DEC. 3 - 7, 2007

Mon. Dec.3

Day 4

Library/P
Phys.Ed./Gr.1
Tues. Dec.4

Day 5
Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4
Wed. Dec.5

Day 6
Library/Gr.1
Phys.Ed./Gr.1 & 2/3
Thurs. Dec.6

Day 1
Library/Gr.2/3
Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4, 2/3 & 4/5
Fri. Dec.7

Day 2
Library/Gr.4/5
Phys.Ed./P, Gr.1 & 2/3
WEEK OF DEC. 10 - 14, 2007
Mon. Dec.10        
Day 3
Library/Gr.3/4
Phys.Ed./Gr.4/5
Tues. Dec.11

Day 4
Library/P
Phys.Ed./Gr.1
Babysitting Course/2:30-5:30 p.m.

SAC/6:30 p.m. LHS
Wed. Dec.12

Day 5
Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4
Babysitting Course/2:30-5:30 p.m.
Thurs. Dec.13

Day 6
Library/Gr.1 – return books
Phys.Ed./Gr.1 & 2/3
Report Cards go home

Gr.3/4 trip to Nutcracker

Concert dress rehearsal/Community Centre a.m.

Concert/7:00 p.m./Community Centre

Fri. Dec.14

Day 1
Library/Gr.2/3 – return books
Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4, 2/3 & 4/5
Concert snow date
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PARENT INFORMATION SESSION

We are interested in having a Parent Information Session. 

We would like feedback on topics of interest.   

Please let us know if you would attend any of the following sessions by returning this to your child’s classroom teacher.

_____ Bullying

_____ Reading Strategies

_____ Math Strategies

_____Attention Deficit
_____ Learning Difficulties

_____ Esteem and Motivation

NAME:  _________________________________________
