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REPORT CARDS

Fri. March 7 was the end of second term.   Reports cards will be sent home on Mon. March 31.
ACADEMY SPRING FAIR – May 31
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!   On SAT. MAY 31 we will be holding our Spring Fair.   Look for more details in future issues of The Slate.
WANTED – 4 TOUCH TONE PHONES
We are looking for 4 touch tone phones for student use.   Please see Suzanne (PSA) or phone the school (634-2220) if you can assist in this need.
ACCREDITATION UPDATE

On April 1st, members of our School Accreditation Team will meet to take one more look at our plan before the External Team comes to visit.

External Team Chair, Ken Francis, has been in contact with me and is looking forward to meting our staff, students, SAC and parents between April 14 – 16th.  More details in the next “Slate”.
Our staff will be spending the majority of our April 4th inservice finishing up our Accreditation Report. Staff will be asked to “sign-up” for strategies that will be implemented over the next three years (hopefully).
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SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL

Our School Advisory Council had the chance to meet with Board Member, Karen Kinley, the evening prior to the Board vote. While usually small in numbers, this meeting had a rather large turn out, consisting mainly of LHS staff and parents. Ms. Kinley heard concerns and answered questions. Before votes were cast on March 26th, Karen addressed the board telling them many of the concerns parents had expressed.  The one year review process will allow all options to be studied.

A date for the next SAC meeting has not yet been set.
STUDENT SAFETY – ISOLATION DRILLS

Part of our March 26th Principals’ Meeting was spent learning about an upcoming policy concerning student safety.

School Safety Officer, Mark Young, told administrators that the single most important factor in determining student safety is the teacher. He also informed us that practicing procedures such as isolation drills (formerly known as “Code Red”) increases student knowledge of what to do in an emergency.

With that in mind we will conduct an isolation drill practice.  Teachers will explain the reasons why we might need to be “isolated” – using grade appropriate reasons.  I will announce on the PA system that we need to secure our school and that staff should isolate their students.  Teachers will gather their students in a safe spot on the floor in their classrooms.  Students must remain quiet through the entire procedure.  Specialist teachers will comb the halls to ensure students are all in classrooms.  Parents may wish to discuss this drill at home with their children.

SCHOOL UTILIZATION STUDY UPDATE
South Shore Regional School Board passed a series of motions related to the School Utilization Study received on February 27, 2008 from consultant, Dr. Jim Gunn.  Of great importance to us are the motions pertaining to our schools. They read as follows:

 * That Centre Consolidated School, Lunenburg Academy, and Lunenburg Junior–Senior High School grades 6 – 9  be identified for a review, and that a School Review Impact Assessment Report be completed by May 31st, 2008, for consideration by the Board, as per the requirements of the  School Review Process, with the intent that a comprehensive Study be carried out to weigh the advantages and disadvantages of constructing a new Grade P – 9 school to replace Centre Consolidated School, Lunenburg Junior-Senior High School grades 6 – 9, and Riverport Elementary. 

 * That Lunenburg Junior-Senior High School be identified for review and that a School Review Impact Assessment Report be completed by May 31st, 2008, with a specific focus on grades 10 to 12, and with the intent of re-configuring the school to become a Grade 6 – 9 school and that the senior high students attend Park View Education Centre.

Important Dates:
1. By May 31, Board staff prepares and submits to the Board the Impact Assessment Report for each school and recommends which schools move forward to community consultation stage of the school review process. Board decides (May 28 Board meeting) which schools will move forward to community consultation stage of the school review process.

2. By June 14 the Board will publicly release the Impact Assessment Reports and formally initiate the community consultation process. A Study Committee is formed adhering to the Regulations (the Regulations are in development).

3. By June 30, first meeting of the Study Committee will be held.  The Study Committee begins its process and comments on the Impact Assessment Report, bringing any other additional information to bear to support decision making by the Board.

4. By November 30, the Study Committee submits its response to the Board.

5. The Board makes the final decision on the school review process. After December 1st and before March 31st, the Board makes its decision about the disposition of the school being reviewed.

Copies of the School Review Impact Assessment Report Template for School Boards are available at the office. Each school that is going through a review has been provided with support from staff of Central Office.   Our staff liaisons will be Jerome Tanner (Finance) and Jeff DeWolfe (Coordinator at Middle Level).   Superintendent Nancy Pynch Worthylake has also offered to meet with SAC, parents and staff.
NOTEBOOK

Thank you to Jackie Lee Chisholm and Mary Knickle (daughter starting in September) for the time spent preparing presentations for the board. We admire your courage to speak and appreciate your dedication to the education system.

Thank you to all other parents who attended either/both SAC and board meetings.  As one board member said, “Even though you would rather be at home reading your child a bedtime story, attending these meetings and being involved in your child’s education is something you need to do too.”

Class Afloat students are on March Break from March 20th to 30th.

Race Relations, Cultural and Human Rights Liaison, Krishinda McBride, will visit our school on April 1st.  She will speak to our staff about Social Justice during our monthly staff meeting.
Some of our staff participated in recent Professional Development:  Rita Glen – Social Justice; Alex Oickle – Program Support, Physical Education;  Marcy Risser – Reading Recovery.

By now many of you are aware that I will be away on a deferred leave from September 2008 until February 2009.   I have been informed that my position is already posted.   When I applied for this leave three years ago I did not know that I was going to be Principal, that it would be our first year of Accreditation or that we would be embarking on a review.   Maybe my fill-in will have all the answers we are looking for!


                                         Paula Baker
*****************************************
The next “Slate” will be available by Fri. Apr.11

Milk for the month of April – 21 days/$7.35

Lunenburg Academy Newsletter/2
LOOKING AHEAD and WAY AHEAD!
Report Cards go home/Mon.Mar.31

Inservice/Fri.Apr.4/No School for students

Primary Orientation/Fri.Apr.25/No School for  

   present Primaries

Primary Screening/Thurs.May 1/LA

Victoria Day/Mon. May 19/No School

Spring Fair/Sat.May 31

Gr.3 Early Elem.Math Assessment/June 3, 4 & 5

Volunteer Lunch/Fri.June 6

Grading & Classifying/June 24, 25, & 26/No School

Last Day of School Year/Fri.June 27

*****************************************
WEEK OF MARCH 31 – APRIL 4, 2008

Mon. Mar. 31       


Day 4

Library/P

Phys.Ed./Gr.1

Tues. Apr.1



Day 5
Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4

Wed. Apr.2 



Day 6
Library/Gr.1

Phys.Ed./Gr.1 & 2/3

Thurs. Apr.3



Day 1
Library/Gr.2/3

Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4, 2/3 & 4/5

Fri. April 4/Inservice/NO SCHOOL

WEEK OF  April 7 – 11, 2008
Mon. Apr.7



Day 2
Library/Gr.4/5
Phys.Ed./P, Gr.1 & 2/3
Tues. Apr.8



Day 3
Library/Gr.3/4
Phys.Ed./P & Gr.4/5
Wed. Apr.9



Day 4
Library/P
Phys.Ed./Gr.1
Thurs.Apr.10



Day 5
Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4
Fri. Apr.11



Day 6
Library/Gr.1
Phys.Ed./Gr.1 & 2/3
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