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IMPORTANT: 

PROGRAM REVIEW MEETING - Jan.17
The South Shore Regional School Board is holding public consultations on its Program Review and a related school utilization study at each high school in the region.  A meeting will be held at Lunenburg High School on Thursday, Jan. 17th at 7pm.  This is a VERY IMPORTANT MEETING.  I urge each and every one of you to attend.  Please take some time to listen to Dr. Gunn’s presentation. Background documents related to the Program Review and School Utilization Study are available for reading or download from the school board's website, at www.ssrsb.ca.  There will be an opportunity to respond and ask questions.
NEXT SAC MEETING –  Tues. Jan.15 
The Town School Advisory Council will meet Jan. 15th at 7:00 p.m. at LHS (note the later start time). We will be discussing the upcoming Program Review at LHS on Thursday, Jan. 17th, starting at 
7 pm.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend.

ACCREDITATION INSERVICE – Jan.24
Our school will spend Thursday, Jan.24 working on Accreditation and setting our goals.  Our board has provided this inservice day and as a result there will be NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS ON JAN. 24th.  

As we share staff/facilities with other schools and must adhere to their schedules, the day of the cycle (Day 6) will be missed on Jan.24.   Therefore, Friday, January 25 will be a Day 1.
SKATING – Thurs. Jan.17
We will be walking to and from the skating rink on Thurs. Jan.17.   In the event of extreme inclement weather, skating will be cancelled and regular classes will take place.

9:15 – 10:15          Gr.3/4 & Gr.4/5

10:15 - 11:00
       P, Gr.1 & Gr.2/3

Please send in $2.00 per skate to help defray the cost of ice time.  Helmets are encouraged.   For bus transportation, skates must have skateguards and be placed in a fabric/duffle (not plastic) bag.

Thank you to Vicki Glover for her generous donation of skates for student use.

Students or parents are asked to make any requests to borrow skates to the office, classroom teacher or Mr. Oickle before Jan.16.
STUDENTS’ SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

Your child’s regular attendance is very important, but if your child is going to be absent, even for one day, please let us know.   It is also important to have homework sent home with a classmate.
LIBRARY

We are in need of library helpers who can spare an hour or two a week.  If you have some time that you can give our students we would greatly appreciate your support.  Whatever your talents or task preference, we can accommodate.   Do you know any grandparents, neighbours or family members who love books?   Please contact Mary, our librarian.  She is available on Wednesdays.

PROJECT LOVE

By now many of you will have seen your child’s Project Love Bank.  We are hoping that students can help “fill their banks” by doing good turns. Perhaps there are chores that your child is responsible for, or perhaps a neighbor or grandparent could use some extra help. We would like the children to “earn” some change in order to make a change in another child’s life. Banks are due back at school on Valentine’s Day.

Please do not feel that your child’s bank must be full to the top – any change will be appreciated.

Lunenburg Academy Newsletter/1  

ADDITIONS TO LUNCH MENU

Please note the addition of chicken noodle soup and beef and vegetable soup to our lunch menu beginning Mon. Jan.14.  The complete weekly menu is printed on page 2 for you to clip and post on your fridge!

ACADEMY CHOIR

The Academy Choir, under the direction of our Music teacher, Rachel Grantham, will meet each Day 6 at 11:50 a.m., beginning Wed. Jan.16.   (Cancelled Jan.24 because of Inservice.)
NOTEBOOK

I would like to thank you for the many acts of kindness that occurred over the holiday season. The many gifts, cards and “goodies” were greatly appreciated.  Thank you !!! 
For your information, if it is colder than -10C, we will stay inside at recess and noon.
Our two Accreditation chairs and I will be inserviced on Jan. 10th and 11th.  During this time we will receive further direction as we embark on Stage 2 of the project.  Anyone wishing to see our “draft document” can drop by the office or email us and we will send you a copy.

I will be revisiting “Assessment for Learning” at a board inservice on Jan. 8th.  Our school continues to work towards assessing our students in a variety of ways.

Congratulations to Reading Recovery Teacher in Training, Marcy Risser.  Marcy has already successfully discontinued two of our Grade 1 students.  She has tested and picked up two new students.  Each at risk Grade 1 child is entitled to up to 20 weeks of one to one intervention. Congratulations, Marcy and students.
We were saddened to have the Pink family move to Dartmouth. The entire family was very involved in our school. We wish them well and hope that they come back to visit often.
We welcome the Lytle family. This threesome has settled in nicely as they knew many of their classmates already.

Thank you to Tara Green and Brett Hennenfent for giving their time to attend a Coaching Clinic in Shelburne at the weekend.

Lunenburg Academy Newsletter/2

Also, our thanks are extended to the IODE for their recent monetary donation to our Music Program.

We had a usual lengthy staff meeting on Jan. 8th.  A typical agenda will include about 15+ items. Each staff meeting includes a professional development piece.  This week we had Gerard Cormier from the Nova Scotia Teachers Union do a 40 minute presentation on time management.  Mr. Cormier reminded us that while there are 
86,400 seconds of time given to us each day, we have to make sure that we use each bit of it effectively and include some time for ourselves.  Mr. Cormier included a couple of pages that I wanted to pass on to you – see attached.

Along with Mr. Cormier, our Superintendent, Nancy Pynch-Worthylake, joined our staff.  Nancy presented the board goals to us.  She also discussed other board and provincial initiatives and asked us for feedback on these initiatives.  Staff had the opportunity to ask questions and to discuss the upcoming school utilization meetings.  It was nice having Nancy drop by.  I understand from principals in Halifax that they never see their Superintendent – not even at principal meetings. We are very fortunate to work with such “hands on” people.

The South Shore Regional School Board has identified their goals. They are as follows:

1. To increase the competence levels of students in literacy and numeracy;

2. To provide equitable opportunities for students to access basic educational programming as defined by the Board and the Public School Program;

3. To ensure that staff positions are filled by highly competent, qualified employees;

4. To provide safe, healthy, respectful, positive learning and work environments for all students and staff.

Our board has also provided us with a copy of an “initiative wheel”.   The wheel of the ship is school accreditation – or school improvement planning – which we are participating in this year.

RCH – Race Relations, Cross-Cultural Understanding, Human Rights. Our school rep is Amanda Stuart. We have had a school-wide performance by Terry Kelleher, where he addressed bullying and tolerance. We are hoping to work with our Grade 4/5 class with our school psychologist, Beth McInnis, on these topics.

AFL – Assessment For Learning.  Christa Conrad and I are the school team. We received intensive Inservicing last year, and were responsible for assisting and supporting other staff members.  Assessment for Learning is looking at other ways of assessing student knowledge besides tests and exams. It includes observing students, interviewing them, using the right types of questions, providing them with wait time (extra time to answer questions), providing examples of strong and weak work and using descriptive feedback – not just a grade, but specific feedback – positive works best!!

PLC – Professional Learning Community.  A Professional Learning Community is a focus group that gathers together on a regular basis to study and learn together with the goal of improving student achievement. This year we are focusing on student writing. Each teacher chose a book to do a “book study”. Teachers have been asked to share with the rest of the staff what they have learned.
NLC – Network Learning Community are schools that are feeder schools – they gather to ensure a smooth transition for those students as they enter the same high school.  The schools involved are Bayview, Centre and Hebbville since they all feed into Park View.

HPS – Health Promoting School. We are continually working at health promotion.  It is a goal of our school. 

CGCP – This is an acronym for Guidance. Unfortunately we do not have a guidance counsellor at Lunenburg Academy.  We had a small percentage of guidance last year that was extremely helpful.  We hope that we may be considered for Guidance in the future.

PEBS –Positive Effective Behavior Systems is also a school goal.  Last year we instituted “Gotchas” and happy hour to promote the good behaviors. This year we have been focusing especially on mental health and social skills. We also have theme of the month. January is courage. We rewrote our code of conduct and it appears to be much more effective with students.

These initiatives are led by the Public School Program (PSP). Our school accreditation team had the opportunity to examine parts of the PSP and we included sections of the PSP as our school mission and goals.
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At Lunenburg Academy we try to ensure that our students’ education is positive and progressive.





Paula Baker
*****************************************
LOOKING AHEAD
SAC/Tues.Jan.15/LHS

Accreditation Inservice/Thurs.Jan.24
March Break/Mar.10-14

Easter/Fri.Mar.21 & Mon.Mar.24
*****************************************

The next “Slate” will be available by Fri. Jan.25
Milk for the month of Jan. – 20 days/$7.00
WEEK OF JAN. 14 - 18, 2008
Mon. Jan. 14


Day 4

Library/P

Phys.Ed./Gr.1
Tues. Jan. 15


Day 5
Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4
Wed. Jan. 16


Day 6
Library/Gr.1

Phys.Ed./Gr.1 & 2/3
Choir/11:50
Thurs. Jan. 17

Day 1
Skating/a.m.
Library/Gr.2/3

Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4, 2/3 & 4/5

Fri. Jan.18


Day 2
Library/Gr.4/5
Phys.Ed./P, Gr.1 & 2/3

WEEK OF JAN. 21-25, 2008
Mon. Jan.21        
Day 3
Library/Gr.3/4
Phys.Ed./P & Gr.4/5
Tues. Jan.22

Day 4
Library/P
Phys.Ed./Gr.1
Wed. Jan.23

Day 5
Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4
Thurs. Jan. 24
Day 6
Accreditation Inservice - No School
Fri. Jan.25

Day 1
Library/Gr.2/3
Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4, 2/3 & 4/5

PLACE ON YOUR FRIDGE!!
LUNCH MENU

Mondays

Grilled Cheese


$2.00

Chicken Noodle Soup

$2.00

Tomato Soup 


$2.00

Soup/Sandwich Combo
$3.00

Tuesdays

Beef and Vegetable Soup
$2.00

Caesar Salad


$2.00


Chicken Caesar Salad

$3.00

Ham & Cheese Sub

$2.00

Wednesdays

Sloppy Joe


$2.00

Beef ‘n Mac Casserole
$2.00

Thursdays

Chicken Burger

$2.00

Fridays

Veggie Pizza/Cheese Pizza
$1.50

HOMEWORK PAGE FOR GR.4/5
Mrs. Risser and Mrs. Stuart now have a homework page for the Grade 4/5 room.   You can access this from the Academy website home page.   Look under class links.   Please check for homework and notes.
CANTEEN ITEMS

(Available Mon-Thurs. ONLY at recess)

Chocolate Milk


$1.00

Squiggles



.75

Baked Lays



$1.00

Baked Cheetos


$1.00

Baked Doritos



$1.00

Veggie Crisps



$1.00

Cheese Nibblers


.75

Rice Cakes



.75

Yogurt Tubes



.75

Occasionally – 

Fresh Baked Muffins 


.35


(carrot, banana)
Fresh Baked Cookies


.50

      (Whole grain oatmeal)

