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PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES/Feb.12
Please call the school office (634-2220) to make an appointment if you have not already done so.   
Bus students will be dismissed at 11:30 am. on Thursday, Feb.12, followed by walkers as soon as the bus has left the school grounds.   There will be no lunch program that day.

BOOK FAIR/Wed. Feb.11 & Thurs. Feb.12

The Book Fair will be open in the morning on Wednesday, February 11 for students and during Parent-Teacher on Thursday, February 12 for parents (afternoon and evening).   It will take place in the Gym on the 1st floor.

The schedule for classes to visit on Wed. Feb.11 is as follows:


8:50 – 9:20 am
Gr.2/3 Chisholm


9:20 – 9:50 am
Gr.1/2 Conrad


9:50 – 10:15 am
Gr. 5 Lake/Oickle


10:30 – 11:00 am
Primary MacDonald


11:00 – 11:30 am
Gr. 3/4 Roy.  

SAC MEETING/Tues. Feb.17 – 7pm
The next School Advisory Council meeting will be held at Lunenburg Academy at 7 pm on Tuesday, February 17.   All are welcome to attend.

ARTS AT THE ACADEMY

There will be a few musical performances to look forward to this Spring.  The Primaries will be presenting a classroom musical BUGZ to their parents and friends. The Grade Fives will be presenting a larger musical production, “Update:Earth”, on June 11 to entertain both the school population and the public.  On May 7, Grades P through 5 will also be participating in a school Spring Concert celebrating the songs of Broadway.  We look forward to seeing you all at the show!  Thanks for all of your support and enthusiasm for the Arts at Lunenburg Academy!

                                                          ♫ Mrs. Lake
100TH DAY OF SCHOOL – Tues.Feb.17

Students are encouraged to help us collect 100 cans of food for the Food Bank.   Please send the cans to school with your child on Tuesday, February 17.
ACCREDITATION UPDATE 
Our staff recently met with our Accreditation mentor, Dave Patrick.  We reviewed our progress to date. 

Math - Teachers have received PRIME training. Mr.Oickle is assessing students to help create a baseline of our students current level of understanding of number sense. New math resources have been purchased and an inventory of math resources has been completed. 

Art - Artsmart and PAINTS grants are being carried out. Art materials have been reorganized and "cleaned up". Teachers spent a day reviewing and refamiliarizing themselves with the art outcomes. Students participated in a schoolwide mask making activity. 

Meeting the needs of learners (academic and nonacademic) - a student " spirit" council is up and running, a student" green team" is up and running, resources were purchased, positive  behaviors are being rewarded.

NOTEBOOK
It only took but a few moments to feel like I was never away …It really is nice to be back.  Even though I popped in now and then, I cannot believe how much many of the students have grown! Children do grow up fast.  If there is one thing that I learned from my deferred it is that time waits for no one.  Each day is a treasure.  We should try to make the most of each day, snow days included!  
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February is well on its way.  We have a lot of activities occurring this month. Along with Parent/Teacher we will be celebrating our 100th Day of School, Valentines Day, Staff Appreciation Week, just to name a few.   There will also we some sadder moments – Patti Robertson, our famous “lunch lady”, has found a “regular” job and will be leaving us on February 13th.  Patti was inspirational in helping us begin serving hot lunches at Lunenburg Academy. As the Department of Education steered us towards new nutrition policies, Patti followed suit. When ordering groceries, Patti always watched our dollar. She drove around in her own car, on her own time for the good of the cause. Patti can juggle many pots - Book Fair, Spring Fair, School Advisory Council. Patti has risen to many occasions – when our External Review Team visited, Patti was ready with meals, including breakfast. When educators from Iceland spent the day at our school – Patti provided them with snacks. And the list goes on. We will miss Patti at Lunenburg Academy. We wish Patti well in her new role. Thank you Patti for EVERYTHING!!
Ms. Burdett is probably packing her suitcase as she completes her travel plans to New Zealand.  It is my understanding that she and Don will be away six weeks.  Ms. Burdett has asked us to keep in touch so all emails sent to staff, including “ The Slate” can be enjoyed during her deferred.  Best wishes Ms. B – see you in September!!

Ms. Chisholm has moved “two doors to the left” and is now standing in front of the Grade 2/3 class. While in her role as Principal, there was frequent communication between Mary and me, nothing however beats the face to face contact that we now have daily. This included sharing the Grade 2 students as I will be teaching them math.  Fifteen applicants applied for the Grade 2/3 position. Mary’s rich background, including classroom teacher and vice-principal, provided us with a smooth transition for students and staff alike. Well done in your first role at Lunenburg Academy Mary, we look forward to having you back on staff, and even more importantly to have you “teach those children well!”

Each year teachers complete “Growth Plans”.  They are reviewed midyear and again at the end of the year. They are then forwarded to Central Office. This year we asked staff to consider our Accreditation Goals – math, art and active, healthy students - when creating their growth plans.  Every four years a permanent teacher goes through an appraisal and term, probationary teachers are supervised twice a year. Research says that the single most important factor in student learning is in fact teacher growth.  Professional development has an important role, but day to day feedback and conversations that staff members have with each other are also vital.  Marcy Risser is allotted 10% of her teaching assignment to provide staff with Literacy-Technology support.  Mr. Oickle spends 10% of his time as our Math Mentor.  Mr. Oickle is presently completing Prime Assessments on our Grade 2 students.  This will help us create a baseline from which we can determine our students’ math strengths and needs.  Mentors, we want to thank you for your work on behalf of our students and teachers.

A special thank you to our Phone Tree parents. Early dismissals are always a concern.  Having you on our team makes a HUGE difference.  We appreciate your time.

Our bus drivers deserve special recognition for their day to day work. Driving our children home is a big responsibility but in snowy weather even more so.  Well done Marilyn Mitchell!!
Gloria Buck is easily distracted these days.  I get the feeling that she is thinking more and more about the end of March – just joking Gloria!   In fact Gloria will be retiring, no word on her replacement yet.   (That’s probably because there is no way to replace Gloria!!).

As I dropped into the classrooms on my first day back I was impressed by the quiet work that was going on.  The Grade 5 students were reading.  Mr. Oickle was conferencing with 3 students and conducting running records with some students.  Ms. Lake was in the Music Room preparing for choir practice.  Ms. Roy was sick, substitute Joan Jobb had the students writing away – including some students using laptops.  The Grade 2/3 class was in a big discussion with our Guidance Counselor Carol Hilchey. Those students love to offer their thoughts.   Ms. Conrad had the Grade1/2 students writing as well.  They were predicting what the Groundhog would do.   Our primaries were listening to Mrs. McDonald read them a story.
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 PSA Diane Tanner worked one on one with a student in the class, as did Stephanie Wambolt our Speech-Language consultant.   Farmers Dairy was delivering milk.  Travis Zinn, our custodian, was carrying out some things on my “wish list” (thanks Travis, no one listens to my wish list at home!!). Our technical support person Darryl Budden was working on “fixing” our computer woes.  Fluoride volunteers, Cammy Tibbo and Mary Martell were making their rounds.  Gloria was day dreaming about England. AHHHHH – if only every moment could be like this.  (
   



Paula Baker
CONGRATULATIONS
Bromlyn Myra, Grade 5LO, was awarded runner-up for the South Shore Region in the Nova Scotia Recycles Contest from RRFB Nova Scotia.   Bromlyn designed a thoughtful water bottle design.
The school will also receive $250.   There were many great entries from the Grade 5 class.

Message from Ms. Burdett:
I would like to sincerely thank the parents of my students for their  very generous donation toward my trip.  Thanks also to April Mason and Tara Green for organizing the "bon voyage' envelope.  A special thanks to Ms. Conrad, Ms. Morris, and all the wonderful students in Grades 1/2 and 2/3 for the surprise party last Friday.  My husband and I will be gone until early April.  I hope to drop in and visit with lots of pictures and stories from "down under"!
*****************************************
LOOKING AHEAD – See attached UPDATED February/March calendars (including lunch menu).

*****************************************
*****************************************
The next “Slate” will be available by Fri. Feb.20/09

Milk for the month of February - 20 days/$7.00
*****************************************
LUNENBURG MUNICIPAL RECREATION
Take the Roof Off Winter - Saturdays, 1 - 4 p.m., February. Bring the whole family to the MARC for winter activities. Ask about our Snow Sculpture Competition and Family Activity Challenge! Call Lunenburg Municipal Recreation, 541-1343.
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Lots to Do at DesBrisay Museum this Winter!
Check out The Odd and Unusual!
Most people collect and display something in their lives.  For some it’s the challenge of ‘the hunt’!  Well, DesBrisay Museum staff went on the hunt for collectors of ‘the odd and unusual’ for our winter exhibit, and were amazed at what people in our community collect.  ‘Things People Collect’ runs through April 11th.  
Crafts Galore for Kids
Craft Café is back, and kids are sure to have fun when they spend a Saturday afternoon at the Museum.  The cost for each child is $2.00 to cover the cost of materials. Registration isn’t necessary, but we are limited to 10 kids per class. 
· Saturday, February 28, 2:00pm, SAMPLER - Learn how to make an old fashioned sampler on paper! 
MARCH BREAK PROGRAMS
Monday, March 16 - Stamp Day at DesBrisay!
1:00pm-4:30pm, Cost $2, Registration not required, Kids under 10 must be with an adult. 
Members of the South Shore Stamp Club will teach kids about what kinds of stamps there are...how to decide what to collect...where to get stamps...how to sort, soak and mount stamps...stamp collecting lingo...and even fun stamp trivia. 
Tuesday, March 17, 2-4pm- Create a personal journal, with room for pictures, stories, pockets for special keepsakes, and a picture of you on the front! Ages 8-12, Cost $12.00, Call 543-4033 to register.
Wednesday, March 18, 2-4pm - Make a braided rug for your doll house or use it as a placemat. Ages 8-12, Cost $10.00 , Call 543-4033 to register.
Thursday, March 19, 2-4pm - Embroider your own name sampler, and make it into a pillow, or frame it to hang on the wall. Ages 8-12, Cost $12.00, Call 543-4033 to register. 
Friday, March 20, 2-4pm - Make your own folk art checkerboard. Ages 8-12, Cost $15.00, Call 543-4033 to register. 
Saturday, March 21, 2-4pm - Sew your own felt doll, complete with hair and her own personal wardrobe. Ages 8-12, Cost $12.00, Call 543-4033 to register. 
Kendra Power, Program Officer, DesBrisay Museum kpower@bridgewater.ca          902-543-4033 museum@bridgewater.ca









