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PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES
A reminder that Parent-Teacher Conferences have been rescheduled to Thursday, February 26.   Students will be dismissed at 11:30 am. on that day.
The Book Fair will be open in the afternoon and evening of February 26.

SAFE CHOICE FIRST AID & BABYSITTING

So far, 11 students in Grades 3 to 5 have expressed an interest in these after school courses – 5 for the “We Can Help Program” and 6 for the “Babysitting Program”.   As St. John Ambulance requires a minimum of 10 students to hold each course, we encourage any students who are interested but have not registered to do so on Mon. Feb. 23.   Any students who have already paid will be reimbursed if these courses do not take place.
SAC MEETING/Tues. March 24 – 7pm
Our School Advisory Council met on Tuesday evening.  Those in attendance got an update from both Lunenburg Jr. Sr. High and Lunenburg Academy.  Accreditation progress was noted as well as future plans in attaining our goals of improving Arts Education, Math - number sense -and Meeting the Needs of Learners.
At the meeting we once again reviewed where we are in terms of the timeline in the school review process.   By March 31, 2009, a decision will be made by the South Shore Regional School Board regarding school closure.  

Our next School Advisory Council will meet Tuesday, March 24th at 7 pm at Lunenburg High School’s library. If you like to add an item to the meeting agenda, please call the school office.

LUNCH - Tues. Feb.24
Our students will be treated to pancakes on Feb. 24th as we recognize Shrove Tuesday.   These will be provided free of charge.
RECYCLING

The recycling coordinators arrived unannounced last week.  They visited each classroom and checked for our methods and successes of dealing with our garbage.  They gave our school an 80, which they consider a good mark.  We were given some advice: one garbage can, one bin for paper, one can for plastic, one container for compost. Students are asked to deposit milk containers in another bin.  Our recyclables are gathered by our Green Team.  They have a cleaning station set up where they clean and sort.  The Green Team have the decision making power to decide what to do with the money earned from the recyclables.
SELL – Supporting Early Literacy Learners 
SELL is a program set up by the SSRSB.  It asks teachers to collect and submit data on student reading and writing twice a year.  Our teachers met after school on Wednesday to look at our students’ literacy skills. We are noticing that while student reading is good at Lunenburg Academy, student writing in some cases needs improvement.  Having a bank of words that a child knows well and can write quickly is important – we call these words “high frequency words” because we use them a lot – words like : we, there, because.  Student writing also needs to have a beginning, middle and end - what they wrote needs to make sense. Many teachers are using rubrics to assess the children’s work.  Rubrics also guide students as to what they need to do to improve their written work.
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RCH NEWS
February is African Heritage Month.   This has evolved from “Negro History Week” to “National Black History Month” to “African Heritage Month”.   It is a celebration of the history, accomplishments and culture of African descent people.   All SSRSB schools have received materials, posters and new library books suitable for all age levels.

The late Dr. Rosemary Brown has the distinction of being the first Black woman in Canada to be elected to public office.   She is also the first Black woman in Canada to run for the leadership of a federal political party.

Portia White became the first African-Canadian concert singer to gain international acclaim.

Mayann Elizabeth Francis became the first African-Canadian to hold the office of Lieutenant Governor in the province of Nova Scotia.

On November 4, 2008, Michelle Obama walked into history as the first African-American to become First Lady of the USA when her husband, Barack Obama, won the Presidency of the U.S.

Black Loyalists

Canada was home to the first settlers of free blacks outside of Africa.
A number of separate communities were established when Black Settlers came to N.S. after the War of 1812.

“He who is not courageous enough to take risks will accomplish nothing in life.”   



Muhammad Ali 
(World Champion boxer)
“It is easier to build strong children than to repair broken men.”



Frederick Douglass 

(Anti-Slavery Leader of the 19th Century)

“Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today.”



Malcolm X



(African-American Activist and leader)




Roberta MacDonald

MATH CLASS
Primary students have been working on a variety of ways to count to 100 since we have finally reached that magic 100th day!  Parents are encouraged to view the 100 collections in the lunchroom when they are in the school for Parent-Teacher (whenever that occurs!).
Also ongoing is a study of 3D shapes and solids in combination with our Science unit on sliders and rollers.  We will be using the ramps to test out which shapes roll the farthest and to see if some shapes can be classified as both rollers AND sliders.  We are also trying to make a link to the Art outcomes by exploring shapes/solids in drawings and sculptures.

The Grade Ones are currently learning about Shape and Space (Geometry) which involves both 2D figures and 3D shapes.  We have also been developing our number sense through activities related to the 100th day of school.  (Lots of counting objects by ones, twos, fives and tens, working with the hundreds chart and estimating.)

The Grade Two students are immersed in measurement. We have explored calendars, centimeter and meter.  This past week we celebrated our 100th day in school.  We estimated how much 100 was.  We wrote books called “100 Days of School”.   To get to know each child a little better, we have been completing daily assessments. Next week we will begin our math journals.

The Grade Threes are just finishing up 3-digit subtraction with regrouping and we're tackling multiplication next.  We also have a daily routine that includes outcomes from measurement, number sense, problem solving, and mental math.

In Grade Four, we are working to conquer the Multiplication facts by practicing all sorts of strategies for grouping numbers!  We are also interpreting different line, bar and pictographs AND even calculating Range and Mean!  In the near future, we'll be doing some data collection of our own in order to produce some clever graphs on computer!
Lunenburg Academy Newsletter/2

The Grade Fives are finishing up the first unit on geometry with the exploration of isometric drawings and making nets of geometric solids.   The students are presently finishing a bridge building challenge where they experiment with different truss designs.   Next week we will begin our study of Data Management, graphing and interpreting data.

NOTEBOOK
Mr. Oickle spent a day at the SSRSB office learning strategies that will be helpful to him in his role as Math Mentor.  Mr. Oickle returned to school with some resources that will be helpful to our classroom teachers.  I received three books – “I Get It!”, “Thinking Strategies: Addition”, “Assessment Resource: Grade 2”.  I also received a math game – though I was told I had to share it with the Grade 3/4 class. Teachers at other Grade levels received similar things.

Many of our girls tried cross country skiing for the first time as part of our celebration of “Girl’s Physical Activity Week”. Though the conditions were less than ideal we still had a great time. We would not have been successful without the help of Noon Supervisors Bernadette Byers and April Mason.  Two students who were extraordinary in giving up their time to assist the girls were James Dolimount and Ian Greek.  Well done gentlemen!!

Our Grade 4 and 5 students were immersed in art as part of our ART SMART program. Led by Simone Labuschagne, the students toyed with paint brushes, paint and paper to create unique works of art. It was enjoyable to see how each student interpreted and reproduced the still life that they were studying.

We celebrated our 100th day in school by asking our students to bring in 100 items for the Food Bank.  Special note goes to Mrs. Conrad’s Grade 1/2 class who brought in 110 cans.  Thank you families for your support.
We also celebrated students with PERFECT ATTENDANCE so far this school year. Those students are: Grade Primary: Peyton Anderson, Morgan deVries, Gr. 1/2:  Helena Gow, Simone Hyson, Gr.2/3:  Tyler Mason, Noah Romkey,  Gr.5: Andrew Hancock, Alicia Mason, Leah Oakes, Colby Rafuse and Josh Rodenhiser.

Every now and then we are in need of some noon supervision help. This would require a willingness to watch our students on the playground during their noon break. If you can assist us, please let Gloria know.
We are noticing some dogs on the school grounds. We ask that dogs are on a leash.  We have told our students not to approach dogs that they are unfamiliar with.  Parents may want to reiterate this with their children.

Our Breakfast Volunteers are: Tuesdays - Sharon Hanlon-Morash, Wednesdays – Stephanie deVries, Thursdays- Susan Hancock.   Your time is greatly appreciated.

The Town of Lunenburg has invited our school council to nominate a “Volunteer of the Year “. If you would like to suggest a person, please let us know.
Some of our Grade P, 3 and 5 children worked with students from Lunenburg Jr. Sr. High School as part of some research they were doing for their Science Fair Project.  They were finding out what they knew about medications.

Our beloved Academy continues to be such an important part of our community.  Take this past Tuesday evening for example: yoga classes, guitar and violin lessons, some parent/teacher interviews, SAC meeting, Lunenburg Swimming Pool meeting all going on at the same time.  What is amusing about this is the fact that I was at the School Advisory Council meeting, my father was at the swimming pool meeting and my sister was at yoga. They should have at least asked me out to dinner first!       (
   



Paula Baker
*****************************************
LOOKING AHEAD – See attached UPDATED February/March calendars (including lunch menu).

*****************************************
*****************************************
The next “Slate” will be available by Fri. Mar.6/09

Milk for the month of March - 17 days/$5.95
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DesBrisay Museum
Check out The Odd and Unusual!
 ‘Things People Collect’ continues through April 11th.  
Crafts Galore for Kids
· Saturday, February 28, 2:00pm, SAMPLER - Learn how to make an old fashioned sampler on paper! 
MARCH BREAK PROGRAMS
Monday, March 16 - Stamp Day at DesBrisay!
1:00pm-4:30pm, Cost $2, Registration not required, Kids under 10 must be with an adult. 
Members of the South Shore Stamp Club will teach kids about what kinds of stamps there are...how to decide what to collect...where to get stamps...how to sort, soak and mount stamps...stamp collecting lingo...and even fun stamp trivia. 
Tuesday, March 17, 2-4pm- Create a personal journal, with room for pictures, stories, pockets for special keepsakes, and a picture of you on the front! Ages 8-12, Cost $12.00, Call 543-4033 to register.
Wednesday, March 18, 2-4pm - Make a braided rug for your doll house or use it as a placemat. Ages 8-12, Cost $10.00 , Call 543-4033 to register.
Thursday, March 19, 2-4pm - Embroider your own name sampler, and make it into a pillow, or frame it to hang on the wall. Ages 8-12, Cost $12.00, Call 543-4033 to register. 
Friday, March 20, 2-4pm - Make your own folk art checkerboard. Ages 8-12, Cost $15.00, Call 543-4033 to register. 
Saturday, March 21, 2-4pm - Sew your own felt doll, complete with hair and her own personal wardrobe. Ages 8-12, Cost $12.00, Call 543-4033 to register. 
Kendra Power, Program Officer, DesBrisay Museum kpower@bridgewater.ca          902-543-4033 museum@bridgewater.ca
KIPPERS SCHOOL OF GYMNASTICS
Session #3 is about to Kick Off at the Kippers School of Gymnastics.  There are still a few spaces available in pre-school, recreational and advanced programs.  There are classes available from age 2 up to teen.  Your child can try artistic programs with access to the classic equipment (beam, bars, floor, vault) or can register for the specific trampoline and tumbling program.  For more information, please call 543-4010 and leave your detailed contact information.
The Parenting Journey
All families need support in their parenting role.  For some parents, that support comes from other family members or friends…for other parents, more formal, regular supports may be required, especially during challenging times.   

The Parenting Journey was created as a way to work with families to promote the healthy growth and development of children and youth through individualized, home-based support.  Families with children ages 3 to 16 are eligible for the program. 

Parenting Journey builds on the strengths, knowledge and resources of children, youth and their families in addressing critical and key areas of support through goal-based home visiting.     

Parenting Journey recognizes the important role that parents, family and communities play in the lives of children and youth and addresses this through its holistic approach to programming, linkages and referrals.    

Please contact Donette Getson at the Family Support Centre by phone 212-1055 or email dgetson@ns.aliantzinc.ca
TOONIE TOSS

Grade 9 Quebec Trip Fundraiser

Wednesday, February 25, 2009
 (Snow Date, March 4th)
Centre Consolidated Junior High Gym
Parents, students, friends and Community members are welcome to participate in the evening from 7-8 pm.

GREAT PRIZES TO BE WON

     1st Prize:  I Pod Touch 16GB

     2nd Prize:  Kodak 10MP Digital Camera

     3rd Prize:  4 Empire Theatre tickets

     4th Prize:  $25 gift card from Walmart

     5th Prize:  Backpack from Cleve’s

 Throw as many Toonies as you wish.  The person whose Toonie is the closest to the target in the center of the gym floor, WINS.  Envelopes for the Toonies will be provided at the Centre School Entrance on the evening of the toss from 7-8pm.
Put your Toonie in an envelope.  Tape it shut.  Print your name and phone # on the back of the envelope.  Throw the envelope with the Toonie inside at the target on the gym floor.  It’s that easy to win an I Pod Touch.  If you have any questions please call 634-3225 or 634-2200.
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