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ACADEMY SPRING FAIR – May 31
We are looking for people to help at our Spring Fair.  We have lots of ways that you can help.  Our school already has a wish list and the funds generated at the Spring Fair make our hopes a reality.

If you can help in any way – jobs that need to be done before the event, or working the day of the fair – PLEASE give Tara a call as soon as possible – 640 -2145.

CELEBRATION OF LEARNING – May 22

We will be embarking on a new “Celebration of Learning” this year. We will be celebrating on Thursday, May 22 from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Lunenburg Academy will be going alone this year.
SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL
A group of parents, community members and most of our School Advisory Council met Tuesday, April 8. Superintendent Nancy Pynch-Worthylake and Board Member Karen Kinley answered questions and explained the school review process. It will be the role of our SAC to respond to the Impact Assessment which is being prepared by the School Board.
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The next SAC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 29 at 6:30 p.m. at the Academy.

More meetings are planned. Parents are always welcomed to attend our School Advisory Council meetings.  Stay tuned….
KNOWLEDGE FESTIVAL AT PVEC
The O'Regan's South Shore Knowledge Festival will be held on April 18th and 19th at Park View Education Centre and Empire Studios 7.  The Festival will have the popular Mental Math and SuperWord as well as Math Computations, Problem Solving, a Math League competition, an Autotech Challenge, Lighthouse S-Video Fest, a Busker Fest, Michelin Junior Engineers and the Amazing Social Studies Race.
 
The Centre Court activities include Dance Dance Revolution, Healthy Snacks, Stacking Cups, Infinity Sticks and numerous presentations.  New this year, the Nova Scotia Community College is providing several presentations of interest to parents - Career Conversations, Be Energy Wise and House Maintenance.
 
Please join us for this year's Festival.  It promises to be a day filled with participation, competition and lots of fun!  For further information and a complete schedule please visit www.southshorenow.ca/knowledgefest
 

Some Lunenburg Academy classes have chosen to send representatives. Other classes have participated in some of the educational activities, but want to be non-competitive.

MATH AT LUNENBURG ACADEMY
Most of our teachers use the 10:30 to 11:30 period to teach math. As I walked from class to class I saw how math understanding is built on from one grade level to the next. I also noticed how much math instruction has changed since my children were in elementary school (they are now in Grades 8, 10, 11 and first year university). 
The Grade Primaries each had a ten frame:
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


They had colored plastic animals.  They had to

put one animal in each box.  Then they had to

write the ten story.  For example, Mackenzie had 3  blue birds, 2 red dogs and 5 green frogs. She recorded 3 + 2 + 5 = 10.
Our Grade 1 class each had 16 tokens.  They had a math sheet that asked them to divide the tokens in to groups of 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6.  They had to record how many were in each group and how many (if any) were left over.
The Grade 2 students were learning about missing addends. Ms. Burdett was using the overhead projector.  There was a picture of 10 coins – each was worth 1 cent. She covered up some of the coins and then said “Sebastian had 10 cents.  Now he has 4 cents. How many pennies did he spend?”

The students had to figure out the question they were trying to solve and then give a correct answer.
Grade 3 students were learning about vertical and horizontal slides. Mr. Oickle demonstrated examples and then students completed an activity where they were asked to draw various types of slides.

	


                                        

  

  horizontal slide

 vertical slide

Our Grade 4 class was engaged in Mental Math led by student teacher Sara.
Grade 5 students were correcting math homework. One question being discussed was “Tell me a fraction greater than 2½ but less than 3”. I was impressed with the answers given.

ACCREDITATION UPDATE

Our school recently completed a Health Audit.  We will be getting the results at a meeting on April 17.  These results will be implemented in our Accreditation Plan. 

Lunenburg Academy Newsletter/2
Our school spent the April 4 inservice day focusing on our Accreditation Plan.  Teachers were asked to sign up for the many strategies that we will be implementing.  It was a very busy but productive day with lots of teamwork and collegiality present.
Creating the School Improvement Plan was an exciting midpoint for all in the journey to becoming an Accredited School.  Shortly after returning from holidays in early January we received feedback from Ann Moore regarding the draft of the Internal Review Report.   We welcomed the feedback and began making the suggested changes. A two-day inservice surrounding the next piece, the School Improvement Plan, took place on January 10 and 11.

We began making plans for the planned school shutdown day.  We were sidetracked for a brief time once we discovered that we had spent most of our Accreditation budget on wages for substitutes before the December holidays writing the draft document of the Internal Review Report.  It became evident that the task ahead of us would require that we use our own personal time to prepare and write the School Improvement Plan. Fortunately, snow days became a keystone to the process as we used them as working days at home. Administration days and student absenteeism provided us with other opportunities to work as well. Much of the remaining work was accomplished before and after school, recess, and lunch breaks, as well as personal time at home.

Our school shutdown day involved the staff and some members of the Internal Review Team participating in a Reverse Weight Prioritization activity, using the areas of improvement from the Summary of Analysis of the Internal Review Report.  Once our three areas were chosen, we broke into groups to begin developing three Smart Goals.  The three focus areas were Fine Arts (50), Math (42) and Meeting the Learning Needs of Students (44). The numbers in brackets are points that were scored by each area.
 
The drafted goals were edited and are presented below:


By June 2011, there will be an increase of 10% of staff and students surveyed that indicate satisfaction in how the school meets the learning needs (academic and non-academic) of all students.

By June 2011, students will show a 5% increase in achievement in the areas of number sense and application of number theory concepts according to a school developed assessment tool.

By June 2011, there will be a 15% increase over a baseline survey conducted in June 2010, of those students, parents, and staff who express satisfaction that the school is meeting the learning needs of all students in the area of arts education.

On Sunday, April 13, External Team Members Norma Patterson, Parrsbarro, Susan Crandall, Department of Education and Ken Francis, retired School Administrator, will “land” in Lunenburg.
On Monday morning staff will meet with the ERT over breakfast.  The team will explain their role and the schedule of events that will follow.  During their visit the team will meet with each teacher, our School Accreditation Team, our School Advisory Council, Dave Patrick, our Accreditation Mentor and Ann Moore, School Accreditation Coordinator.  They will also visit classrooms and talk to students.
On Tuesday morning the ERT spends time reviewing our goals and the strategies that we recommend. There are two types of recommendations – mandatory and recommended. Mandatory recommendations must be made, and recommended recommendations are optional. Depending on the type of recommendation made, our team may be required to withhold having our plan signed off as revisiting our goals may be necessary.
There will be a staff meeting on April 15 at 2:30 to review the findings of the ERT.  We are hoping that this meeting is an endorsement of our plan and a celebration of our work. Stay tuned…

NOTEBOOK

Our Grade 4/5 class held their first ever Heritage Fair.  Students were each judged three times by our very competent judges.  We would like to thank our volunteers Brain Jobb, Roxie Smith, Jane Ritcey-Moore, Ralph Getson, Dave Patrick, Jo Skinner, Hugh Plant and David Dauphinee.
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Our school recently practiced an isolation drill. Things went very smoothly.  We hope that we never have to actually use the drill, however having practiced it increases the chances that students know what to do if needed.
We also practiced our bus evacuation plan.  We are required to do two a year - one in the fall, one in the spring.  The students were well behaved and the followed bus driver Marilyn Mitchell’s instructions carefully.
Recent visitors to our school include: School Psychologist, Beth McInnis; Consultant for Race Relations, Cross-Cultural Understanding and Human Rights, Krishinda McBride; Jamie Gravin, Mahone Bay & District Soft Ball Association; NSCAD Students Heather and Christine.
Staff professional development includes Principals in Focus at Department of Education – Mrs. Baker;
Margie King and Rita Glen – Assistive Technology.
We have 19 students registered for our primary 2008.  We are planning for our Primary Orientation which will be held on April 25.


                                       Paula Baker
The next “Slate” will be available by Fri. Apr. 25
Milk for the month of April – 21 days/$7.35
LOOKING AHEAD
Knowledge Festival/Fri. Apr. 18 & 

   Sat. Apr. 19/PVEC

LA Earth Day/Tues. Apr. 22/afternoon
Primary Orientation/Fri. Apr. 25/No School for  

   present Primaries

SAC Meeting/Tues. Apr. 29/6:30 p.m./LA

Primary Screening for next year’s Primaries/

    Thurs. May 1/LA

Victoria Day/Mon. May 19/No School

LA Celebration of Learning/Thurs. May 22
LA Spring Fair/Sat. May 31

Gr.3 Early Elem.Math Assessment/June 3, 4 & 5

Volunteer Lunch/Fri. June 6

Grading & Classifying/June 24, 25, & 26/No School

Last Day of School Year/Fri. June 27

WEEK OF APRIL 14 – APRIL 18, 2008

Mon. Apr. 14       


Day 1
Library/Gr.2/3
Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4, 2/3 & 4/5
Tues. Apr. 15



Day 2
Library/Gr.4/5
Phys.Ed./P, Gr.1 & 2/3
Wed. Apr. 16 



Day 3
Library/Gr.3/4
Phys.Ed./P & 4/5
Thurs. Apr. 17


Day 4
Library/P
Phys.Ed./Gr.1
Fri. Apr. 18



Day 5
Phys.Ed./Gr.3/4
WEEK OF  April 7 – 11, 2008
Mon. Apr. 21



Day 6
Library/Gr.1
Phys.Ed./Gr.1 & 2/3
Tues. Apr. 22



Day 1
Library/Gr.2/3
Earth Day Activities in afternoon.
Look for more information next week.
Wed. Apr. 23



Day 2
Library/Gr.4/5
Phys.Ed./P, Gr.1 & 2/3
Thurs.Apr. 24


Day 3
Library/Gr.3/4
Phys.Ed./P & Gr.4/5
Fri. Apr. 25



Day 4
Primary Orientation/Present Primaries stay home
           
Phys.Ed./Gr.1

CENTRE SCHOOL 50TH ANNIVERSARY
50th Anniversary Celebrations for all present and former students and staff of Centre Consolidated 
School are being held August 1 & 2, 2008. The celebrations are open to anyone who has ever been associated with Centre School.
 
Please visit Centre Consolidated School website (www.ccs.ednet.ns.ca) for an events schedule and registration form or pick one up at the school.
 
For further information contact Craig Buffett - phone 902-634-4137 or email: cbuffett@eastlink.ca
WANTED – 4 TOUCH TONE PHONES

The Academy is looking for 4 touch tone phones for student use.   Please see Suzanne (PSA) or phone the school (634-2220) if you can assist in this need.
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MICHELIN JUNIOR BIKE EVENT
To promote bike safety for youth ages 5 to 11.
Where:  Lunenburg Community Centre

When:  Saturday, June 7, 2008 (No rain date)

Time:  1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

PRIZES:  Free bike helmet to all participants


    Chance to win 1 of 2 bicycles

Pre-registration required. Only 200 spots available. (50 spots for Lunenburg Academy on a first-come first-served basis).

ONLY THE FIRST 50 RETURNED WILL BE ABLE TO ATTEND.   BRING YOUR
REGISTRATION FORM TO GLORIA BUCK IN THE SCHOOL OFFICE SO SHE CAN NUMBER THEM AS THEY ARE RETURNED.   Thanks!

Admission:  IT’S FREE

All participants MUST be accompanied by an adult.

Questions?  Call Carla Carver 541-2190







